CRESCENT STUDENT COUNCIL REVIVES TRADITION THROUGH
MANJAPPAI AWARENESS EVENT
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The Crescent Student Council, in collaboration with Thulir Foundation Trust and the Office

of Student Affairs, organised a culturally significant and environmentally conscious
programme titled “Manjappai” at the CIIC Seminar Hall on Thursday. The event drew
inspiration from the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s “Meendum Manjappai” initiative, which
encourages Tamil Nadu to return to its roots by reviving the traditional yellow cloth bag as a

sustainable alternative to single-use plastics.

The programme commenced with a soulful Qiraath by Bilal Benzuma, followed by

the Tamizh Thaayi Vaazhthu, setting a tone of tradition, pride, and environmental

responsibility.




The event was coordinated by Prasanna Reddy, President of the Student Council, and
Rasheeqa Sheriff, President of the Crescent Literary Society, whose leadership shaped the
programme into a meaningful youth-driven initiative. The proceedings were smoothly emceed
by Rasheeqga Sheriff and Bilal Benzuma, President of the Tamil Mandram, who guided

the gathering with clarity and resonance.
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The institution’s senior leadership—Dr. N. Thajuddin, Pro Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dr. T.
Murugesan, Vice-Chancellor, and Dr. N. Raja Hussain, Registrar—presided over the event,
reaffirming Crescent’s dedication to environmental stewardship and student-led community

initiatives.

While Thiru. Palwe Girish Haribau, IFS, Assistant Mission Director of the Tamil Nadu
Climate Change Mission, was featured as the Chief Guest, the session was represented by Dr.

C. Poornachandhra, Project Associate at the Mission. Her insightful address highlighted



Tamil Nadu’s forward-thinking climate resilience strategies, including decarbonisation plans,

climate-neutral hubs, and scientific approaches to environmental restoration.
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A notable highlight of the programme was the address by Tmt. K. Vasanthakumari, Mayor,
who commended the students for echoing the State’s sustainability efforts and reinforcing the

message of the Meendum Manjappai movement at the campus level.

The gathering also featured an inspiring session by Mr. Selvakkumar P, Founder of Thulir
Foundation Trust, who served as the Chief Guest in practice. Emphasising that sustainability
is rooted in everyday mindfulness, he reminded attendees that the manjappai is more than a

traditional accessory, it is a reminder of responsible living and community awareness.

A series of competitions, including videography and essay writing, celebrated student
creativity and environmental consciousness. Awards were presented across various categories

such as Best Social Vision, Best Frame, and overall prize winners.



Organised under the guidance of Dr. Karthikeyen Ramalingam, Dean of Student
Affairs, Dr. K. Indra Gandhi, Deputy Dean, and faculty coordinators Dr. M.A. Saleem
Ahmed, Mrs. S. Saba, and Mrs. Banupriya G, the event brought together tradition, culture,
and sustainability through a shared sense of purpose.

Drawing from the spirit of the Chief Minister’s Meendum Manjappai mission, the Crescent
Manjappai event stood as a renewed pledge a collective promise to honour heritage, embrace

mindful choices, and build a greener tomorrow.

As the audience dispersed, they carried not only the symbolic yellow bag but also a deeper

commitment to sustainability rooted in Tamil tradition.

PARTICIPIATON OF WOMEN SELF EMPOWERMENT GROUP:

As part of the University’s commitment to community development and women-led economic
initiatives, an opportunity was provided to a local Women Self-Empowerment Group for
stitching eco-friendly bags for the event. This initiative aimed to promote skill-based
livelihood support, encourage sustainable practices, and strengthen the participation of women

in micro-enterprise activities.

In recognition of their efforts and to support their ongoing livelihood initiatives, the University
issued a cheque as an honorarium to the Women Self-Empowerment Group. This gesture not
only acknowledged their valuable contribution to the event but also reinforced the institution’s

dedication to empowering women through meaningful and income-generating opportunities.
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